SELBY SPLITS – Duncan Ball

SELBY SPLITS – Duncan Ball

1. Selby Spiderdog

2. Dear Deirdre

TALKING & LISTENING ACTIVITIES
READING ACTIVITIES

TALKING & LISTENING ACTIVITIES
READING ACTIVITIES

· Many people have a fear of spiders. Why? How do fears develop? Discuss various fears students may have. Is there a way to overcome fears?
· Using factual texts, research spiders. Jointly construct an information report on a particular spider. Design a display on spiders highlighting your research.
· 
· Discuss the emotions felt by the people who write to Dear Deirdre. How do these emotions dictate their actions? How does Aunt Jetty act in ‘The Spicy Onion Restaurant’?

· Role-play the scene in the restaurant with particular attention to the feelings and actions of the characters.
· Selby is infatuated with the column writer Deirdre whilst Aunt Jetty loves the way Jock Bashem writes the sports column. Read the two descriptions of Deirdre & Jock on pp. 19-20. Using the descriptions & your imagination, draw these characters. Then look at Allan Stomann’s interpretation on p.26.

· Dear Deirdre receives a letter from a distressed girl. P.18 Discuss the errors in this letter & edit it correctly.

WRITING ACTIVITIES
OTHER KEY LEARNING ACTIVITIES

WRITING ACTIVTIES
OTHER KEY LEARNING ACTIVITIES

· Spider on the Loose! Design a poster warning the community of a dangerous spider – either a funnel web spider or the Amazon Twitching Spider. Include first aid steps in the event of someone being bitten by such a spider.

· What is your greatest fear? Write about it. How does fear make you feel, physically and emotionally?
· Selby loves receiving emails from kids. Visit his website at www.harpercollins.com.au/selby and send him an email.
· 
· Dear Deirdre receives mail from people with problems. Write a letter to the Dear Deirdre column about a problem (imaginary or real) that you are experiencing. Share letters with the class and invite students to reply to the letters with a solution.
· Jock Bashem and Dear Deirdre are fictional names. Study your own name. Give each letter a value. For example: common letters such as vowels have a value of one. Unusual letters such as x or q might be worth five. Write down the letter values and then work out the value of each person’s full name. Display your results.

VOCABULARY
GRAMMAR

VOCABULARY
GRAMMAR

expert     pounce      arachnophobia     petrified     especially     deliveries     Trifle     thought     crouched     swivelled     gasped     except     creature     typing     definitely     leapt     ceiling     chuckle     stretched      valuable
Spelling Rule for plural nouns and for changes in verb forms:

If a word ends in –o, add either  –s or –es.

mosquito     buffalo     potato     volcano     mango     dingo     do     echo     veto

column     sensitive     slaughter     field     strewn     poetry     squealed     respect     cosmetics     curiosity     restaurant     forehead     pathetic     curtain     tragedy     streak     doesn’t     snatched     unable     blonde
Revise verb tense.

Write the past tense for these verbs:

read    marry    think    write    stand    creep    sleep    eat   go   understand     fly     say     find     spin     come
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3. Cloud Blaster

4. The Tomb of the Dancing Dead

TALKING & LISTENING ACTIVITIES
READING ACTIVITIES

TALKING & LISTENING ACTIVITIES
READING ACTIVITIES

· Duncan Ball uses some interesting names for the characters in his stories. What significance do the names have? Do they reflect the character’s personality or physical appearance? Explain how names like Clarinda McLeod fit the characters. Look for other fitting names in other stories.
· Focus on the questions:

· What makes a story humorous?

· How do characters, structure & choice of language influence the reader’s reactions?

· List humorous events in the text and note phrases which can be innovated.


· 
· ‘A shiver ran up Selby’s spine…In a second he had shivers running up and down his spine’. P.43 Whilst in the tomb, fear grips Selby. Discuss a time when you have been scared. What are the warning signs – like shivers – that you have experienced in a frightening situation?

· Listen to a sound effects tape. Choose five sounds appropriate for a scene from this story. Retell the scene using the sounds you have chosen.
· Discuss cause & effect in stories. Draw a chart with two columns. In the first column list 3 events that occurred in the story. Discuss what caused each event & list the effect in the second column.

· Read Tutankhamun’s Tomb. Worksheet 2. Underline the keywords. Using these keywords, write sentences under various headings. Discuss this method of gathering information in a condensed form.

WRITING ACTIVITIES
OTHER KEY LEARNING ACTIVITIES

WRITING ACTIVTIES
OTHER KEY LEARNING ACTIVITIES

· Write an article for the Bogusville Banner explaining the extraordinary smelly, muddy downpour in Bogusville.  Worksheet 1
· Dr Trifle is a scientist who enjoys creating new inventions. Think of a problem and design your own invention to solve the problem.

· Are all clouds the same? Draw  the clouds visible  in the sky each day. How many different types have you drawn? Research clouds. Can you name the types you have drawn?
· 
· Research the history of tombs. Share your information in the form of a written presentation.

· Drawing on past experiences of school excursions, discuss the role of a tour guide. Jointly construct a script for a guided tour around the school. Decide on appropriate language and structure. Then  write a guided tour for The Tomb of the Dancing Dead.
· The door of the tomb suddenly flew open when Selby pressed against it. Read the professor ’s explanation on p.48 & draw how the tomb opened. Label your drawing.

· Using scripts written for tours through The Tomb of the Dancing Dead, role-play being tour guides.

· Present a TV interview with the Trifles about their experience in the Tomb. Devise questions that create mood and atmosphere.

VOCABULARY
GRAMMAR

VOCABULARY
GRAMMAR

screamed     nonsense     favourite     fault     business  announced   piece column   noticing  aren’t     wretched     allowed   reservoir   council  mayor brilliant  obviously   desert    credit straight driest     believe  squealed  chemicals     neighbourhood     
 Revise adding –d or –ed to verbs for past tense.

scream     announce     notice     allow    believe     squeal     yell     pour     watch     expect     arrive



struggled     archaeologist     through     tomb     exhausted     breath     believe     poisonous     ancient     automatically     archaeology     prise     complicated     corridor     either     humour     catapult     agony     millimetre     piercing
Revise adjectives and nouns.

Using some of the nouns in the story, write 5 interesting sentences, using appropriate adjectives to describe these nouns.
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5. Selby’s (Great) Expectations

6. Neat Streets

TALKING & LISTENING ACTIVITIES
READING ACTIVITIES

TALKING & LISTENING ACTIVITIES
READING ACTIVITIES

· What is Selby’s reason for wanting Bentley fired? What are Bentley’s reasons for disliking the Trifles? Discuss first impressions & how they can be misconceived. What conversation does Selby overhear that alters his opinion of Bentley? Why do our feelings for each character change at the story’s conclusion?
· The conclusion to a story is the resolution or how the main conflict is solved. The solution may not always be in favour of the protagonist. Do you think this applies to this story? Rewrite the conclusion to this story differently.
· 
· Mr. Trifle agrees to fix Poshfield’s Street Cleaning machine. Do you think he should? Is this fair? Discuss the fairness of the identity of the Neat Streets judge.

· Suggest a list of recommendations to the Mayor (Mrs. Trifle) that would enhance the looks of Bogusville.
· Provide students with a Clean Up Australia advertisement. Discuss and analyse the layout & design; the language features and the use of photographs & illustrations. Ask students to explain how it tries to convince people to support the campaign.  Students invited to design a similar advertisement for the Neat Streets Award.

WRITING ACTIVITIES
OTHER KEY LEARNING ACTIVITIES

WRITING ACTIVTIES
OTHER KEY LEARNING ACTIVITIES

· Describe the butler, Bentley. How does Selby feel about him? Why? Draw Bentley and write words to describe him around the drawing. 

· A story ladder is a summary of a story. Complete the story ladder for this story. Worksheet 3
· Selby tries hard to get Bentley fired. Mime some of Selby antics and have other class members try to guess which incident it is.

· Havisham House is a wonderful house in the wealthiest part of Snob’s Bay. Draw the house as you think it may look.
· 
· List the personal characteristics needed to be a judge for the Neat Streets Award. Which of these characteristics do you have? Give personal examples.

· In groups design & present a booklet, a poster and an oral report on the effects of pollution. Take into consideration the different forms of recycling, disease and any other problems.
· Act out the meaning of these words: *speedway   *panic   *insult   *pathetic       *soft      *horror

· Using a computer design the Neat Streets Award or the banners for Bogusville.

VOCABULARY
GRAMMAR

VOCABULARY
GRAMMAR

deserve   inherited   jealous collar believed   savage lawyer   thought   wealthy   piece   library   mansion   servant   expenses   wealthiest   caught   daughter   breathe  devious   verandah  politely   eclairs balcony   mystery   cruel innocently   fortunes   memories   stretcher   ambulance   
Discuss personal & possessive pronouns.

Locate the pronouns used in this text.

! Remember: possessive pronouns do not use an apostrophe.

suspicious    ceremony     inspection     voice    council     limousine     judge     furious     steered     deserted     edging     equal     exhausted     lurched     weaving     through     blubbered     deserve     guess     decent
Spelling

If a word ends in a silent –e, drop the –e to add a suffix beginning with a vowel (including y).

For example: edge, judge, weave, deserve
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7. Selby’s New York Adventure

8. Sticks and Stones

TALKING & LISTENING ACTIVITIES
READING ACTIVITIES

TALKING & LISTENING ACTIVITIES
READING ACTIVITIES

· Selby has just returned from New York where he assisted the New York Police Department in trying to nab a criminal. Conduct an imaginary radio interview with Selby about his experience in New York. Decide on appropriate questions you would ask.
· Reread Selby’s adventure in New York. Based on the events, write a diary entry for Selby. Indicate his feelings and his reactions to certain incidents in the plot.

· The conclusion of a story shows how the conflict is resolved. In this story, has the author created a happy ending or is it purposely an ending that is not completely resolved? List at least five questions that you are still pondering.
· 
· Recall a time in your life when someone like Chantelle-Anne has been mean to you. Describe your situation.

· Prepare a two minute oral presentation on the problem of bullies in schools.
· Draw up a character chart for Prunella & Chantelle-Anne. List their traits and characteristics. Discuss how the author creates empathy for a particular character.

WRITING ACTIVITIES
OTHER KEY LEARNING ACTIVITIES

WRITING ACTIVTIES
OTHER KEY LEARNING ACTIVITIES

· Using factual texts, design and create a travel brochure for tourists visiting New York. Use persuasive & descriptive writing to compile, organise & sequence ideas & information. Use graphics, headings & subheadings.
· Draw a cartoon strip illustrating a scene from the story that clearly reveals a character’s personality.
· 
· Prunella is a victim of bullying. Discuss & list strategies that she could use when confronted by Chantelle-Anne. Write & perform a short play about a school bully.

· Comprehension.

-What is the problem bothering Prunella?

-‘Sticks & stones may break my bones but words will never hurt me.’ What does this saying mean?

-Selby comes up with an idea to help Prunella. Explain Selby’s plan.
· Design an anti-bullying poster to display in your school.

· Draw a cartoon strip for the last scene just as it begins to rain.

· Role-play the scenarios on the role-play cards. Prepare your role-play & present to the class. Worksheet 4.

VOCABULARY
GRAMMAR

VOCABULARY
GRAMMAR

Lieutenant     inventor     program   sighed     fierce   average   canine   thousand   usually   prising    pounce   interrupted    exclaimed      alley   electrical    wads    biscuits   switch      frightened   there  patrol      entrance   believe    stairs   against     escape     

             
Revise adverbs & adverbial phrases.

Selby walked through the streets of New York _____.

Babs Bransky entered the building ___.

Selby ___________ waited.

‘Where’s that car?’ Larry yelled ______.

swaying   gasped   breath    stretched   suppose   perfectly   imitation condition   cauliflower   comedian   excuse   angrily   device   ignorance   forth   ancient   solution   microphone   happiest   envelope   allowed   nervously   delivered   roared      honest   insults  
List the adjectives within the story. Write an adjective for these nouns:

*book   *speedway   *knees   *bully   *trick    *invention   *flower  *comedian   *microphone         *envelope
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9. Madame Mascara’s Passion Potion

10. Selby Survives

TALKING & LISTENING ACTIVITIES
READING ACTIVITIES

TALKING & LISTENING ACTIVITIES
READING ACTIVITIES

· Madame Mascara’s Passion Potion alters the way people feel about Selby. Brainstorm & list different feelings. For example, sorrow, loneliness, satisfaction, anger, enchantment. From the list choose a feeling & retell an incident when you have felt this particular feeling.

· People should always display their feelings. Discuss this statement. Explain your views.
· After discussing the sequence of the story, draw a story map (visual representation) illustrating the main features & events of the text.

· Teacher models how to change a narrative into a script for Reader’s Theatre. Role-play the characters & events from a chosen scene. Discuss the different characters & rewrite the text as a script. Perform for the class.
· 
· Discuss ideas for cartoons that have the same moral & problems as this narrative, but different characters & setting. Sequence & link important aspects of this story in a cartoon. Draw the cartoon and retell the story to a partner.
· Create a map that is a visual representation of the main features of the narrative. Include labels to indicate locations where events have taken place.

·  In groups, read the scene on pp.145-148 & role-play the characters & events. Revise how to change a narrative into a script. Rewrite the text as a script.

WRITING ACTIVITIES
OTHER KEY LEARNING ACTIVITIES

WRITING ACTIVTIES
OTHER KEY LEARNING ACTIVITIES

· Using the ingredients in the story, write a procedure demonstrating how to make Madame Mascara’s Passion Potion.
· Create a slogan and design a brochure to market Madame Mascara’s Passion Potion.

· Reproduce a selected scene as a cartoon strip.
· 
· Find clues in the text that gives an insight to Selby’s character. What personality traits does he have? Using these clues, write a character description of Selby.

· Using a drama scaffold, develop your own playscript. Worksheet 5
· In groups, perform two scenes which  have the same content but differ because of the setting. Eg. a group of friends is sitting in class discussing an island holiday. Place the same group of friends on Outcast Island. Consider varying sounds, feelings & possibilities lurking around you.

VOCABULARY
GRAMMAR

VOCABULARY
GRAMMAR

allowed    pursuit     raising   potion announced   millionaire   cosmetics ingredients   brew      clutching     craziness   completely   perfumes   filthy   potent   catalogue    licorice substitutes   ridiculous      meant   creature      seriously     commotion   dazed      amazed   glazed   waste  threw       enough          noticing      
Using an apostrophe, rewrite the ingredients listed below to show ownership.

-wing of bat    -slime of snail  

 -hair of dog    -eye of newt

-the passion potion of Madame Mascara

** Using an apostrophe, write some ingredients of your own.

forecast    barely   moored   announced   especially   steadily   director      cheque   dyed   exhausted   dingoes   figure      delicious     episode   horizon   neither   material   survivor   lightening   apparently   spiteful      island     puzzle   raw   fair   pieces   horizon      lying   tied   minute      selfish   quit    crew
*Revise antonyms & synonyms.

 Find  antonyms for:

-winner      -friends      -cheered   

-towards     -finished    -filthy

* Find  synonyms for:

-warning      -afraid      -choose

-envy             -secret      -enormous
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11. Santa Selby

12. Selby Splits

TALKING & LISTENING ACTIVITIES
READING ACTIVITIES

TALKING & LISTENING ACTIVITIES
READING ACTIVITIES

· ‘Billy and Willy are rude, ill-mannered children’.  Find evidence in the story to support this statement.

· Prepare a two minute oral presentation on what Christmas means to you.
· Proofread this text, correcting spelling errors. 

‘That morning Selby found himself runing along a country rode and then over fences and feilds to the new mall in Poshfield. 

‘Wow!’ he thort, as the glass doors opened and he started up the escalator. ‘Look at all the shops! Look at the big santa claws on his sleigh hanging from the seiling! And look! There’s his raindeer too! Oh, I love christmas!’

·  Wordsearch : Worksheet 6
· 
· Read the scene on pp.178-179. Discuss the satire of the last line, ‘Two minutes and he’s got them trained.’
· Outline the structure of a debate & the effective delivery of arguments in terms of voice & body language. Jointly construct an argument for: ‘Selby should reveal his secret.’
· 
· After analysing the layout, language features & style of an advertisement, design an advertisement for Dr. Trifle’s KleerSparkle Kleener, convincing the consumer to purchase it.

· Using De Bono’s Thinking Hats, explore the advantages & disadvantages of being the only talking dog in Australia, and perhaps the world. Worksheet 7

WRITING ACTIVITIES
OTHER KEY LEARNING ACTIVITIES

WRITING ACTIVTIES
OTHER KEY LEARNING ACTIVITIES

· Look at the relationship between cause & effect. List three events that occur in the story. Discuss and list what causes each event.

· Look at the various characters in this story. Create characters with a very simple description. Eg. angry, rude secretary. Place descriptions in a container. Draw one out & create a profile for this character. Name the person, write about where they live, work, what makes them happy or angry,  how they walk, talk, what they wear, etc.
· Using character profiles, place your character in a situation where they are faced with a robbery in a department store. Act out what happens, as you become that character.

· Did you know that Selby visits schools in his special dog-suit? Contact HarperCollinsPublishers about a free Selby school visit.
· 
· Selby warns his reflection that if he told everyone his secret, he would be ‘kept in a laboratory and asked stupid questions by scientists all day.’ P.188 Imagine you are a scientist. Devise a list of intelligent questions you would ask Selby’s reflection.

· Design a brochure to advertise any one of Dr. Trifle’s inventions introduced in the book.

· Imagine if Selby’s reflection gave away Selby’s secret. Would life be different for Selby? In what ways? Give a detailed written explanation.
· Design a bulletin board for your classroom using Selby as the theme. Sketch it out and then create it with your teacher’s permission.

· Analyse the cover of ‘Selby Splits’. What makes this cover different from other Selby books? Does it capture your interest? Why? Why not? Design another cover for this book with one of the other stories as the feature story. 

· Complete Crossword Puzzle.  Worksheet 8


VOCABULARY
GRAMMAR

VOCABULARY
GRAMMAR

presents   bought   lovely   ought   believe   cereal   vase afraid    mingle   fields   credit   squealed    ceiling    reindeer   voice    entrance   wear   climb   exit   hire   emergency   escalator   guard   uniform   dodging   suspect   responsibility   suit  special   shoulder   entertaining   elves


Verbs are action words. List 25 verbs from this story.  Write the tenses for these verbs. 

Eg.  say    saying    said

       think   thinking     thought

chemical   Australia   liquid   formula   fridge   complicated   binoculars   prawns   restaurant   least   council   couple  paws citizens   lounge   tongue   screamed   reflection  hungry   argue   numb   weird multiplied   admired   admiral   saluting   surface   special   poured   enough   clear
Revise exclamation marks & question marks. Find examples of these marks in the text.

Selby has introduced two new punctuation marks – a question comma & an exclamation comma. (See paw note p.3). Write your own sentences using these punctuation marks.
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